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INTRODUCTION

First of all, I would like to welcome and thank 
you for taking the time to purchase this book.

If you are reading it, it’s because you have 
the hope of becoming a pilot, you know someo-
ne who wants to be a pilot, or you are already 
a pilot and have some doubts about what the 
process entails. 

This book was created based on the ques-
tions of more than 190,000 followers on our 
blog www.facebook.com/aerorecursosla and 
www.aerorecursos.com have asked over the 
years and we have chosen 50 of the most re-
quested ones.  

In every country, aviation regulations vary, so the-
se guidelines are for you to solve some doubts 
and have a starting point. The ideal situation 
would be for you to go to a flight school in your 
town and ask about the theoretical and practical 
courses to obtain the PRIVATE pilot certificate 
and thus, be able to solve your doubts, based on 
the Aviation Regulations of your country.

Search the internet, ask for references and 
try to gather as much information as you can 
about the school where you want to start your 
career. Just because a school says “FLIGHT 
SCHOOL” does not mean that it is authorized 
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by the aviation authority of your country.  We 
recommend that, before starting your career 
and making any kind of payment, you find out 
if the school is authorized and certified by the 
civil aviation authority of your country.

https://aerorecursos.com/2017/03/24/direc-
torio-de-autoridades-de-aviacion-civil-en-lati-
noamerica/

At www.aerorecursos.com we are prepa-
ring seminars and online courses so you can 
learn and prepare yourself before you enroll in 
an aviation school; these courses are NOT cer-
tified by the aviation authority of each country. 
They are support courses to learn, like a virtual 
encyclopedia where you can access aeronauti-
cal information and make your queries.  

The day you are ready to start your career, 
you will need to attend a school with certified 
courses within your country.

I hope with all my heart that you achieve your 
dream and, although the road is difficult, it is NOT 
impossible. So, I invite you to read this book and 
send me all your comments, positive or negative, 
to improve and give you better information.

Let’s go fly...

Francisco Barrios
gerencia@aerorecursos.com 
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QUESTION 1: WHAT DOES BEING A 
PILOT MEAN?

To me, being a pilot is the most beautiful 
profession in the world; being a pilot is get-

ting closer to the clouds, being able to see the 
world from another perspective.

Many people have the erroneous idea that, 
to land and take off an aircraft is to be a pilot. If 
you want to fly, you would go to a flight school 
and ask to take the private pilot course. You 
will spend a few months in theoretical courses 
and, if you have the money, you can quickly 
start flying.

It may be that in the first 20 hours of fly-
ing with an instructor, which is the number of 
hours it has taken most of them to learn to fly. 
You’ll learn the minimum necessary skills, and 
I say minimum because you are like a bird that 
jumps from the nest for the first time, a pigeon 
that does not know how to flap its wings, does 
not dare to jump from the nest, and with a little 
push from its mother or father, jumps to fly for 
the first time.

This is how you feel when your flight instruc-
tor gives you the news that you are going to fly 
alone, without the help of another pilot, without 
passengers; you are alone in the aircraft. This 
will be the first solo flight of your life, it is one 
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of the most exciting experiences you will have 
as a pilot.

Your instructor will have to make the deci-
sion to inform you whether or not you are ready 
for your solo flight, at which point you will have 
to make the first decision of your life as a pilot 
and tell your instructor whether or not you feel 
ready to fly alone.

Once you start the flight, you will be able to 
see a dream come true, captured in this flight, 
for the rest of your life; it will be a flight you will 
never forget, no matter what branch of avia-
tion you decide to work in, it will be engraved in 
your mind and heart.

From this moment on, you will be able to 
know for sure if you want to dedicate yourself 
to this beautiful profession. It’s never too late 
to start and it’s never too late to say no.  Many 
people start in this profession and, once they 
are in it, realize it was not meant to be their 
vocation.  Many retire and do something else.

A piece of advice I can give you, is that if 
you don’t have a vocation to be a pilot, you 
should NOT do it.  I’ve heard a lot of comments 
from many people who want to do this because 
they make a lot of money, or travel a lot, but if 
this is your only reason for choosing aviation, 
you’ll have a very hard time.  
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Engage in aviation only if you have a pas-
sion for flying and ask yourself the next ques-
tion: Is this what I want to do for the rest of 
my life? Even if I don’t make a dime? If your 
answer is YES, you are a pilot; if your answer 
is NO, look for another profession.

Not everyone who starts the course finish-
es it. Some, because of lack of economic re-
sources, others because they realize flying is 
not their passion, etc. So, it’s a good place to 
make the decision to continue or leave this ca-
reer.  For that reason, it is NOT a good idea to 
put 100% of the cost down towards the profes-
sion, or to pay a school the full cost of the pilot 
course upfront.  It might get complicated if you 
ask for your money back in case you realize 
that a career in aviation is not for you, and you 
decide to stop your training.

Aviation, like any other profession, is not 
for everyone. You may have every desire to be 
a pilot and on your first flight, realize that this 
profession is not for you.  So, I suggest that, 
if you want to be a pilot, you look for a flight 
school and ask about the theoretical and prac-
tical courses needed to be a private pilot and 
do not pay it 100% upfront, but rather, as you 
go along; in case you decide this profession 
isn’t for you.
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Getting my first «Wings» for having successfully coursed and 
completed the theoretical Private Airman Pilot course. Flight hours 0, 

age 17, course fee  US$500.00
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QUESTION 2: I WASN’T CUT OUT TO 
STUDY, PERHAPS I COULD BECOME A 

PILOT?

It’s amazing how many times I’ve heard this 
phrase: “I wasn’t cut out to study, I’d rather 

be a pilot”. What do you think of this phrase? 
Do you think that’s true? Well, I’m going to 
give you my opinion... This phrase, every time 
I hear it, bothers me a bit; I usually stay quiet 
and listen, but if someone comes up to me or 
makes that comment, I take a deep breath and 
in the most attentive and calm way, I tell them 
the following:

To be a pilot you need vocation, you need 
passion and the greatest desire to be a pilot. 
To be a pilot you need a lot of training and to 
study a lot. It is one thing to know how to con-
trol an airplane, and another to be a pilot.  Be-
ing a pilot is much more than just being at the 
controls of an aircraft, it is making difficult deci-
sions and sometimes without much time. Being 
a pilot is worrying about your aircraft, the con-
dition of the aircraft, the safety and comfort of 
the passengers. It’s having the ability to plan a 
flight, having the ability to imagine the flight long 
before it starts, until it ends; to have the ability 
to visualize it in order to foresee things which 
may go wrong and have the necessary tools to 
be prepared. Since, once you take off, you will 
only have what is available on board for you and 
your passengers.



15

Guidebook for future Aviator Pilots

This requires a lot of preparation, a lot of 
study, and a lot of research that will take time 
and effort.  

I don’t know if this is your case, but if it’s what 
you are thinking, stop reading this book and look 
for a suitable profession, because a pilot’s ca-
reer and this book, are NOT for you.  Those who 
engage in aviation without having the passion 
and desire, can get hurt or hurt someone.

So, a piece of advice I can give is: if you 
don’t have the passion to be a pilot, don’t follow 
this career path. Instead, take a few flights with 
a professional pilot in order to get rid of your cu-
riosity to fly.

In theoretical class for the course of the Yak 42. Flight time 300. 
Age: 21 years old. Course fee Paid for by Mayan World Airlines 

1999.
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QUESTION 3: DO PILOTS MAKE A LOT 
OF MONEY?

Well, let’s take a look at this topic since 
it’s another of the most frequently asked 

questions.  Do I want to be a pilot because they 
make a lot of money? or the other question they 
ask is: how much does a pilot earn? Let’s take 
a closer look and try to explain the question.  
Something I usually ask to answer this concern 
is: tell me, have you ever seen rich and poor 
doctors? Have you seen or met an engineer 
who is very well off or very poor? Have you 
seen any other professionals who are in good 
or bad financial standing? I ask these ques-
tions because it applies to whether pilots make 
a lot of money.

The answer is DEPENDS. And the ques-
tion they then ask is, WHAT DOES IT DEPEND 
ON? Well, it depends on what preparation the 
pilot has, what studies s/he has, how many lan-
guages s/he speaks; does s/he speak perfect 
English or regular English? since English is 
the language of aviation. What is your attitude 
towards life and work? Does the pilot have a 
vice? Do you abuse alcohol at parties? Do you 
take drugs? Do you have balance in life? How 
do you deal with other people? Is s/he a simple 
person at heart? Do you accept your mistakes 
or blame others?
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Is s/he a responsible? Is s/he a punctual? Is 
s/he a visionary?

These are some of the qualities that can 
define your success as a pilot and as a per-
son, whether your life will be a success or a di-
saster. Remember, SUCCESS is the path and 
NOT a destination.

Success must be TODAY. Are you happy 
with your parents, with your children, with your 
wife, with your husband? Are you happy with 
the job you have? Are you happy with yourself? 

To be happy, you need to share that happi-
ness with your loved ones.

These and many other situations will give 
the guideline to know how much money you 
will be able to make in aviation. But from what 
I have seen in my own life and in the different 
areas I have been in, in order to get a good job 
in aviation, you need these characteristics that 
I have set as percentages:

Flying knowledge and ability: 33%.
Integrity: 33%.
Good attitude towards life: 33%.
Being good looking: 1%
Total required to be a pilot: 100%.

Let me explain these percentages to you a 
little bit: you might say, I only have to know 20% 
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of what I need to know to be a pilot in order to 
be hired, NO; I only have to have 40% integrity 
to get a job, so I don’t always have to have in-
tegrity, NO; I only have to have a good attitude 
sometimes to be successful in aviation, NO.  I’ll 
explain it all to you.

You, as a person, have to have 100% inte-
grity, 100% positive attitude, have an excellent 
percentage (preferably above 90%) of knowle-
dge and skill as a pilot in order to get a good 
job.

These percentages are only a guide so that 
you can take into account what most airlines 
look for in their candidates. If you are an ex-
cellent person, honest, with a good attitude, 
but you are a bad pilot, they will NOT hire you; 
if you are a person with an excellent attitude, 
an excellent pilot, but you are irresponsible, 
unpunctual, you like alcohol in excess and you 
are not honest then you will not get a job. 

So, what I mean by these percentages is 
that you have to have a little bit of everything. 
Have balance in your life so that you can be an 
exemplary pilot and be at the job you want.

I place below an example of how much a 
pilot can earn, based on surveys conducted in 
the USA. I emphasize that this information is 
an AVERAGE of different data, since salaries 
change between companies, the pilot’s expe-
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rience and the seniority he has within a com-
pany. In the Middle East today, salaries are 
much higher than these, and at the time I wrote 
this book, the demand for pilots in those places 
is very high.

Commercial Pilot  
US$    30 – 100 per hour

Corporate Pilot (Small Aircraft per day) 
US$   150 – 500 per hour

Corporate Pilot (Executive Aircraft Transportation) 
US$ 1100 – 2500 x day

Agricultural Pilot 
US$7,500 – 10,000 per month

Corporate Pilot (small aircraft per month) 
US$4,500 – 12,000 per month

Corporate Pilot (Executive Aircraft Transportation) 
US$7,500 – 21,000 per month

Airline Pilot Captain 
US$8,000- 15,000 per month

Co-pilot Airline Pilot
US$4,000 – 9,000 per month
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On your early days as a pilot, you will have to pay for your 
certificates, you will not fly the best aircraft or visit the best airports, 

but it is all worth the effort. Total hours 45, age 17. Hourly cost of this 
aircraft is US$85.00.  Airfield of El Caobanal in Guatemala 1996.
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REQUISITES TO BE A 
PILOT?

QUESTION 4: DO I NEED A COLLEGE 
DEGREE?

NO. It takes time, discipline and dedication 
to reach your goal.  Depending on the lo-

cal aviation authorities in your country, what is 
usually a requirement is to have a high school 
degree or equivalent.  

You can obtain your student pilot’s certifica-
te at any age and with any academic level and 
start flying with a flight instructor. The certifica-
te allows you to fly alone, without passengers, 
because it is a training certificate. But to get the 
Private certificate and all the other ones, you 
need to have at least a high school diploma.

In each country, the requirements vary, but 
this is the standard in most countries; for more 
information, contact the pilot certificate depart-
ment at your country’s aviation authority, or a 
flight school close to your current location
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If you have a university degree or own a company, you will be able to 
achieve many more things, such as buying your own plane.
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QUESTION 5: WHAT PREVIOUS 
KNOWLEDGE IS NEEDED?

Aviation, like any other career, needs basic 
knowledge and education like reading and 

writing.  I have had questions from readers who 
want to know if they can be airline pilots without 
knowing how to read or write, and my answer to 
them has been “EVERYTHING IS POSSIBLE 
IN THIS LIFE”, but it depends on what you want 
to do and how far you want to go.  Aviation is a 
career that demands a lot of reading and study, 
both in English and Spanish.

If you want to dedicate your life to being 
professional pilot, that is, to work as a pilot, you 
will have to know how to read and write, disci-
pline yourself, study and read a lot.  Below I list 
the first theoretical courses you will receive at 
the beginning of your career as a pilot. Some 
people start to fly while taking these courses, 
I personally recommend that you do not start 
to fly until you have completed at least these 
modules and have a good command of them. 
If not, you will have to learn them on the plane 
and the flight instructor will focus on getting you 
to learn these concepts by flying, which will in-
crease distractions during your flight time and 
increase your costs, by learning something in 
flight which you should master before taking off 
for the first time.
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These are the minimum modules you 
should master before you start flying:

• Air Navigation: Procedure and techniques 
to be able to carry the aircraft from one pla-
ce to another in an efficient and safe man-
ner.

• Meteorology: Study of the atmospheric 
phenomena that affect your flight from be-
ginning to end.

• Air Transit: The organization and mana-
gement of aircraft both in flight and on the 
ground.

• Aviation mechanics and engines: Learn the 
basic concepts of the operation and mainte-
nance of aircraft engines to operate it, or ope-
rate them, correctly.

• Aerodynamics: Understanding why aircrafts 
fly. 

• Aviation legislation and regulations: Know 
what you can and cannot do.

• Aviation Medicine: How the different pha-
ses of a flight affect you and your passen-
gers.

• English: official language of aviation.
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Once in the air, you will have the control and the decisions, the more 
prepared you are, the better you will be able to perform as a Captain.
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QUESTION 6: HOW OLD DO I HAVE TO 
BE TO QUALIFY?

There is no age to learn to fly. There are chil-
dren flying with their parents’ plane. What 

is required is, if you want to work as a pilot, 
meaning you want to be a professional pilot, 
you must be of legal age, which is usually 18 in 
most countries.

We will try to solve your doubts in the best 
way possible and we ask you not to take our 
answer as the only option, as there are always 
many possibilities to continue doing what you 
want to do.

In aviation, you have to pass a medical 
check-up every few years. It can be every year, 
every six months, etc., depending on the coun-
try you are in, to be able to opt for an aviation 
medical certificate. 

Normally, these certificates are Category 
I, II, III, etc.  These tests include urine, blood, 
hearing, vision, heart, etc.  All these are done in 
order to know your medical condition.

There are certain limits and rules for passing 
these exams and, once you pass them (gene-
rally through good physical condition), you get 
your medical certificate and, in turn, authoriza-
tion to fly.
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Each country and each company (airline, 
corporate department) has its own policies and 
guidelines for its restrictions for pilots.

The standard is that there are NO age limits 
for flying (you can fly even if you are 100 years 
old, hehehe), if you pass your medical exams 
successfully and get your aviation certifica-
te. Airlines usually restrict people between the 
ages of 60 and 65 from being Pilot in Command 
(captain, commander) of the aircraft, but there 
is NO age restriction for the co-pilot (first officer, 
second in command).

I’m not saying it’ll be easy, I’m saying it’s 
possible, and it is.  So, go ahead and if it’s really 
what you want, go on... because it’s a great time 
for pilots. They’re hiring a lot of people all over 
the world.
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QUESTION 7: WHICH CERTIFICATES 
DO I NEED?

Depending on which branch of aviation you 
are in, you will need to obtain the respecti-

ve certificate.  In aviation, you need a certifica-
te depending on what type of aircraft you want 
to fly and operate, for example, if you get your 
ground airplane pilot’s certificate, you cannot 
fly an aircraft that operates in water, such as an 
amphibian, helicopters, or crop dusting aircraft.  

Each branch and each type of aircraft needs 
a different rating and certificate for you to be 
able to fly.  If they are of the same class and ca-
tegory, i.e. of similar size and shape, you will be 
able to fly with the same certificate, but you will 
have to receive a few hours of theoretical and 
practical instruction from an instructor who has 
experience in the aircraft you want to fly. 

If the aircraft you wish to operate has a maxi-
mum takeoff weight of 12,500 pounds you may 
receive a few hours of instruction and fly it, but 
if it exceeds this weight you must obtain a class 
and type rating for that specific aircraft at a fac-
tory certified training center (simulator or aircraft 
training with flight instructor). For example:

A Cessna 152 weighs around 1600 pounds, 
when we talk about maximum takeoff weight, 
we are talking about the maximum weight cer-
tified by the factory, and not the current weight 
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of the aircraft. You can carry a passenger, a little 
fuel and not reach 1600 pounds, but even so, 
what counts is what the aircraft is certified for 
and not the current weight at the time of takeoff.

A Lear Jet 45 weighs around 21,500 pounds, 
in this case you will have to take theoretical and 
practical training (flight simulator) in order to ob-
tain a class and type rating for this aircraft.  This 
qualification can only be obtained from an air-
craft manufacturer certified training center.

In short, the certificates you must obtain as 
a MINIMUM (and I’m not saying that this will get 
you a job), are the minimum certificates to be 
legally ready to start a job and accumulate com-
mercial pilot experience.

The certificates and ratings you need as a 
minimum to be able to work as a professional 
airplane pilot go as follows:

1. Student Certificate

2. Private Airman’s Certificate

3. Instrument Enablement

4. Commercial Aviator Pilot Certificate

5. Qualification for Multi-Engine aircraft
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You can then obtain others such as ATP, 
Crop dusting or Agricultural Certificates, etc.

Picture taken on one of my flights to Miami Florida flying at flight level 
FL410 (41,000 feet), in a beautiful Boeing 787.
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QUESTION 8: WHAT IS A STUDENT 
PILOT CERTIFICATE?

This is the first certificate you get when you 
complete all the respective procedures at 

the Civil Aeronautics Directorate General in 
your country.  This certificate gives you the 
opportunity to start flying with a certified ins-
tructor and, most importantly, to start accumu-
lating flight hours in your logbook (Book where 
you will write down your flight hours which will 
serve to accumulate and confirm your expe-
rience).  

With these accumulated hours, you will be 
able to meet the requirements to request a 
checkup or exam for your subsequent certifi-
cates.

With the student pilot certificate, you can 
only fly with your flight instructor or BY YOUR-
SELF. You will not be allowed to carry any pas-
sengers or cargo on your aircraft.  This certi-
ficate is to start and learn to fly.  After 40 or 
50 hours accumulated with your instructor or 
alone, you can opt for your private pilot certifi-
cate, which takes an oral, written and practical 
(flight) exam.

This is a Cessna C-172 in which you will 
start flying, they are aircrafts for 4 people. Nor-
mally on the left side of the controls is the stu-
dent, on the right side is the instructor.  Two ad-
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ditional passengers can be accommodated in 
the back seats when the instructor is on board.  
I don’t recommend you take passengers on 
your training flights because they distract you 
from your classes and also, because of the 
type of maneuvers you do; they may get dizzy.  
Be patient and when you get your private pilot’s 
certificate, take your family and friends to fly 
with you.

As a student you can only fly with your instructor or alone, you will 
NOT be able to take any passengers.  Hours required to obtain your 
student pilot certificate 0. This certificate is basically a permit to learn 

to fly.
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QUESTION 9: WHAT IS A PRIVATE 
PILOT CERTIFICATE?

The private pilot certificate is the second certi-
ficate you will need to obtain, either to fly for 

fun or to start your career as a pilot.  This cer-
tificate gives you the opportunity to carry pass-
engers on board and accumulate hours.  With 
this certificate you can take your friends, family 
and anyone else who wants to fly with you.  With 
this certificate you are fresh out of the water, so 
be very careful not to do things you shouldn’t do.  
Dedicate your time to learning new things and 
gaining experience.  Flying alone or with passen-
gers gives you another kind of experience, and 
the responsibility begins to grow, because you 
have lives on board an aircraft where YOU are 
the captain and, everything that happens inside 
and outside of it, is your responsibility.

As you can see, with your private pilot certificate you will be able to fly 
with passengers under your responsibility as a captain.  This will be 

the beginning of your career, so you will have to carry it with prudence, 
responsibility and of course, you’ll have to enjoy it.  Total hours 95.  

Cost per Hour without Instructor US$110.00.  Hours required to obtain 
your Private Pilot Airman Certificate approximately 50.
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QUESTION 10: WHAT IS INSTRUMENT 
RATING?

The instrument rating gives you the ability to 
control and maneuver the aircraft only with 

the reference of the flight instruments (norma-
lly used for low visibility or zero visibility con-
ditions or night flight). You must learn how to 
make ascents, descents, keep the aircraft le-
veled, perform a complete route, and manage 
emergencies only by seeing the aircraft instru-
ments, without the ability to see the outside.

PFor takeoff and landing you must have 
a minimum of vertical and horizontal visibility 
to be able to perform these maneuvers safely. 
Depending on the aircraft, airport and pilot tra-
ining, these numbers vary, as is the case of a 
Category III approach for an aircraft that can 
land 100% on autopilot. This one in particular 
should not worry you at the moment because, 
to get your first certificate, this rating is not re-
quired, although we strongly recommend you 
start this training when you have a total of 100-
150 hours of flight experience, independent of 
whether you are flying for personal or profes-
sional gains.

It is approximately 40 hours of training and 
you can start your training after obtaining your 
private pilot certificate. It is recommended to 
reach the 100 hours of total flight time to start 
your instrument training, so you will have a little 
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more skill, knowledge of your aircraft and, as a 
result, be able to concentrate more on learning 
the performance of the instruments.

This rating will allow you to maneuver the 
aircraft WITHOUT being able to see out of the 
aircraft. This will help you when you have to fly 
through clouds, fog, rain or any other pheno-
menon that prevents you from seeing out of the 
aircraft and yet WILL NOT prevent you from 
continuing your flight.  There is a minimum visi-
bility requirement for an aircraft to take off and 
land.

Flying a Cessna C172 in reference only to the flight instruments (in 
this picture I have a hood or sunglasses in place to block the view 
outside the aircraft) are designed so that your eyes can only see at 

a certain angle where one can only see the instruments.  If you want 
to see the outside of the aircraft, you have to move your head up or 
take them off so the instructor or examiner will be able to see you 
are cheating hahaha. Flight hours 145. Hourly cost of this aircraft 

is US$150.00. Total hours needed to obtain your instrument rating: 
approximately 40 hours.
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QUESTION 11: WHAT IS A 
COMMERCIAL PILOT CERTIFICATE?

The Commercial Pilot Certificate has the 
same powers as a private pilot certificate, 

with the difference that it gives you the oppor-
tunity to work or receive compensation when fl-
ying an aircraft.  To qualify for a certificate, you 
will usually have to accumulate 200 to 250 fli-
ght hours, depending on the country you are in.  
Unlike a private pilot certificate, a commercial 
one will allow you to legally carry passengers 
for remuneration.  

This certificate will be the beginning of 
your professional life as an airplane pilot in the 
branch you want, from the moment you obtain 
the commercial pilot certificate, you will be able 
to decide which branch of aviation you will de-
dicate yourself to: crop dusting, air transport, 
corporate, air training, etc.

Coming back from my Commercial Pilot exam, total hours 255, year 
1997.
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QUESTION 12: WHAT IS A MULTI-
ENGINE RATING?

Multi-engine rating, as the name says, gives 
you the ability and authorization to fly an 

aircraft with more than one engine. There are 
many aircrafts with two or more engines, such 
as the Seneca, Apache, Baron if they are sma-
ll, or the larger aircraft such as the Boeing 737, 
Boeing 727, MD11, 747 etc.

The training is suggested to take place after 
obtaining your commercial certificate. This trai-
ning is not very long.  It consists of between 10 
and 15 hours of flight time on a small two-engi-
ne aircraft. Here, your flight instructor will teach 
you how to fly safely and maneuver the aircraft 
in normal, abnormal and emergency conditions 
with only one engine running.  Why only one 
engine? Well, as a pilot you have to be ready 
and prepared for anything that could go wrong, 
that’s our job. It’s not to be pessimistic, it’s the 
nature of the machine, the machine fails, and 
you have to be prepared for it.  One of the 
worst scenarios you can experience as a pilot, 
is the loss of an engine while taking off.  It is 
the phase of the flight where you have the most 
weight (fuel, cargo, and passengers), the least 
height and the least speed; it is critical that you 
make a decision based on the conditions at the 
time to abort or continue takeoff, take on some 
height or turn around to land.
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The idea is not to scare you, but to inform 
you of what you’ll be facing. Some people do 
not have the courage to deal with these situa-
tions and others do. Achieving the dream of fl-
ying, is more than just watching the landscape 
from above.  As a pilot, you will have to be very 
prepared and go through some uncomfortable 
situations, but these are scenarios that you will 
have to learn to handle.

In due course, we will show you all the re-
quirements you need in order to start and finish 
this training.

Seneca I N439CT aircraft in which I obtained my Multi-Engine rating 
October 10th, 1997.  Hours of flight 270. Cost of the aircraft per 

hour US$250.00 per hour required to obtain the Multi-engine rating 
approx. 15.
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QUESTION 13: HOW MANY FLIGHT 
HOURS DO I NEED TO BECOME A 

PILOT?

Depending on which certificate you want to 
obtain, you have to meet certain require-

ments. If you want to fly only for fun with family 
or friends and only under the visual flight ru-
les VFR, you can obtain your PRIVATE PILOT 
certificate with a minimum of 40 to 50 hours of 
flight, depending on the requirements that the 
aviation authority requests in your country.  

If you wish to fly under the INSTRUMENT 
FLIGHT RULES (IFR), you must have your 
PRIVATE PILOT CERTIFICATE plus approxi-
mately 40 hours of instruction to obtain your 
INSTRUMENT RATING.  It is usually recom-
mended that you start your instrument rating 
training with no less than 100 hours of total fli-
ght time, as you have to perform certain ma-
neuvers, with a slightly greater degree of diffi-
culty than in private flight maneuvers, in which, 
if you do not yet have good control of the air-
craft, it will take you more time and therefore 
more money to invest towards your training.

I recommend you take as much flight tie ex-
perience as you can; 150 hours is recommen-
ded to start your training.

If you want to fly commercially and be able 
to charge for your professional aviation servi-
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ces, you will have to opt for your Commercial 
Aviator Pilot certificate, which requires a mini-
mum of 200 to 250 total flight hours.
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QUESTION 14: WHAT TESTS DO I HAVE 
TO PASS TO BECOME A PILOT?

You must pass certain written, practical and 
oral tests in order to exercise your rights 

as a pilot. Here are the tests you must pass in 
order to become a pilot:

Pilot:

• Oral and written exam for him/her ALONE, 
so you can fly alone, without an instructor 
and without passengers; so you can take 
up certain hours of experience; usually this 
will take between 20 to 30 hours of flight 
time from the moment you start flying.

• Oral, written and practical test to obtain 
the Private Pilot Certificate; about 40 to 50 
hours of flight time from the moment you 
start the flight.

• Oral, written and practical examination for 
the instrument rating. This will take about 
40 hours to fly using a special view panel 
which will allow you to see only the instru-
ments and you will not be able to see out of 
the aircraft.  These are called simulations.

• Oral, written and practical examination for 
the commercial pilot’s certificate, depen-
ding on the country you are in, will take be-
tween 200 and 250 hours in total; including 
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the hours you have already flown in order 
to obtain your private pilot’s certificate and 
instrument rating.

• Oral, written and practical test for the mul-
ti-engine certificate; between 10 and 15 
hours on an aircraft with 2 engines (Seneca 
piper, Seminole, Apache, etc.).

• Oral, written and practical test for the ATP 
(Airline Transport Pilot) certificate is around 
1500 hours of flight time from the time you 
started flying.

Demonstration of engine shutdown in a Let 410 on the MGGT-MSLP 
route at 11,000 feet on November 1997.



43

Guidebook for future Aviator Pilots

QUESTION 15: AT WHAT AGE IS THE 
IDEAL AGE TO START FLYING?

What is the ideal age to start flying? NONE, 
hahaha. I᾿ll explain it to you. There is 

absolutely no age to start flying. You may be, in 
your opinion, very young or very old, but there 
is no answer to this question; well, there IS one 
and it’s the following: start when you want and 
when you can

In order to have your first pilot certificate, 
you can be a minor, but you must present per-
mission from your parents to the civil aeronau-
tics department in your country, stating they will 
take responsible for your actions. If you receive 
that approval, you can start from very young.  
On the other hand, if you think you’re too old, 
think again; because you’re not.  In regard to 
the age range, airlines have a maximum age 
limit of 60 to 65 in order to be able to fly as Pilot 
on Command, as captain; the one who sits on 
the left side and has all the responsibility for 
the flight. However, if you are a co-pilot, you 
can fly as long as your medical certificate says 
you are in sufficient conditions to continue fl-
ying.

So, there is no limit on youth or old age to 
be able to fly. You can do it whenever you want. 
As it is a career, or a hobby, quite high in price, 
many start flying only one or two hours a mon-
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th. So, fulfill your dream of flying, it’s never too 
early or too late to achieve it. 

The ideal is to find an aeronautical doctor 
near you, they are usually located near main 
airports, and perform your aeronautical medi-
cal exam to understand your condition and de-
clare whether you can fly.

On the other hand, if you have a physical 
impairment that prevents you from flying as a 
pilot in command, go to a certified school and 
ask a flight instructor who can give you several 
hours of instruction, as a hobby only.  If you 
don’t have a medical certificate or certificate, 
you can still fly and be in charge of the controls. 
The responsibility and authority for the flight in 
that case, will be with the instructor.  The hours 
you fly without a certificate or medical certifica-
te do NOT count towards your career as a pilot, 
but at least you will achieve your dream and 
you can be in charge of the controls whenever 
you want with a flight instructor.
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QUESTION 16: WHEN IS THE IDEAL 
TIME TO START A CAREER AS A 

PILOT?

The best time is when you are ready and 
have the passion to fly.  Many waits for the 

ideal moment or the perfect moment to fly, this 
could be in order to be the ideal age or have 
enough economic resources to start, but in rea-
lity, there is no “Perfect” moment. There is only 
the right moment, and that is when you have 
the desire and the minimum resources to start.  

If you are in school and are a minor, I sug-
gest you finish and graduate from school befo-
re starting.  If you are lucky enough that your 
parents can give you the financial resources to 
study, great, but wait until you finish school and 
then start your aviation courses.

You can start with the theoretical course at 
the nearest aviation school. It takes between 
6 months and 1 year to finish the theoretical 
course for the private pilot certificate.  

If you are an adult and have finished school, 
start NOW.  Find a flight school near you, re-
search theoretical courses, prices, look at your 
budget, your schedule and get started.

A good suggestion is to invest between 40 
and 150 US dollars in a computer flight simu-
lator.
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QUESTION 17: CAN I FLY DIFFERENT 
TYPES OF AIRCRAFT?

Of course, you can fly all the types of aircraft 
you want. The only requirement is that, if 

the aircraft weighs less than 12,500 pounds, 
you need training by a certified instructor on 
the type of aircraft you want to fly, i.e. you do 
NOT need a rating (rating). 

If the aircraft weighs 12500 or more, you 
must take your theoretical and practical trai-
ning at a certified school in the specific cate-
gory and type of aircraft to be flown.

A rating is a theoretical and practical tra-
ining in a certified school, usually with flight 
simulators of a certain category and type.  If 
the school you are studying at does not have 
a simulator, you can get the training on the air-
craft.  Upon completion of your training, you 
will be assessed by a certified examiner on the 
aircraft and s/he will say whether or not you are 
fit to fly that aircraft.  If you are fit to fly, you will 
be given, in your pilot’s certificate, the rating or 
authorization (or whatever you wish to call it) to 
fly this type of aircraft.
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Lufthansa’s Airbus A380 takes off from Miami International Airport on 
November 2016. Cost of this aircraft US$420,000,000.00 USD.
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QUESTION 18: WHAT LANGUAGES DO 
I NEED TO KNOW TO BE A PILOT?

English is the official language of aviation 
and your pilot’s certificate will specify your 

level of English.  The aviation authority in your 
country must carry out an assessment in Engli-
sh and based on this result, they will place the 
level of English you have in your certificate on 
a scale of 1 to 6.

The range is measured from 1 to 6, with 1 
being the worst and 6 the best.  This assess-
ment usually consists of listening to radio con-
versations, ATC, and conversations from diffe-
rent countries where the main language is not 
English. However, if you know a third langua-
ge, you will have a much better chance of pro-
gressing faster.  

So, get your act together and make sure 
you study English and, if possible, a third lan-
guage.
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AEROSERVICE Training Center in Miami, Florida 1999.  Here, I received 
my first course in a simulator as co-pilot of BAC ONE ELEVEN. As a pilot, 

is one of the most exciting experiences I’ve had. 

In the BAC ONE ELEVEN Simulator.
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QUESTION 19: HOW MUCH DOES A 
CAREER AS A PILOT COST?

If you want to start your aviation courses, you 
must look for a Certified and Authorized Flight 

School by the Aviation authority in your coun-
try. To search for a school near you, use the 
search engine of your choice such as Google, 
Yahoo, Etc. and write the keywords FLIGHT 
SCHOOLS in (the country and city where you 
live) and check the rates and programs they 
offer. Try to compare at least 3 schools to see 
which one has the best programs. In aviation, 
cheapest is NOT always the best, so be care-
ful...

The flight course can cost, depending on the 
location and the school, between US$ 15,000 
and US$ 40,000; this includes the Student, 
Private, Commercial, Instrument and Bi-motor 
Pilot certificates. These are the essentials in 
order to start looking for work. With very little 
experience as a pilot, aircraft insurance and 
operations increase in price, so companies 
look for experienced pilots to hire.

The best thing is that you can do hours of 
flying to accumulate experience, not only focus 
on doing flight hours. Like anything else, the 
important thing is quality and not quantity, so 
the flight hours are best perceived by insuran-
ce providers and by companies when you have 
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flown larger, heavy, multi-engine, turbine or tur-
bo-prop aircraft.

We know how difficult it is to find flights on 
this type of aircraft, but there are always pilots 
who need someone to accompany them while 
flying, so pay attention in order to find someo-
ne who can help you.

I, personally, studied at the ADF Airways 
School in Miami, Florida. When I started my 
studies, the school was in its first years; it is 
now a very well-known school, with a Boeing 
737 simulator in which you are given an intro-
duction course to jets and airlines.

If you want to contact them for more infor-
mation and get an idea of how the process 
works, go to www.adfairways.net.

In the wing of a Let UVP-E 410, opening the gate to fuel it. A pilot’s 
job is not just to fly.
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QUESTION 20: WHAT IS THE 
PRICE FOR DIFFERENT TYPES OF 

AIRCRAFT?

Aircraft prices can vary greatly from country 
to country and from school to school, de-

pending on factors such as the price of fuel, the 
equipment installed on the aircraft, the model, 
the type of maintenance it has, etc.

For example, these prices are an average 
for countries such as the United States and 
Central America.

Cessna 172 (single-engine) 
US$180.00 per hour

Cessna 182 (single engine) 
US$ 250.00 per hour

Seneca I      (Multi-engine) 
US$ 450.00 per hour

Seminole     (Multi-engine) 
US$ 480.00 per hour

Depending on the type of certificate you are 
obtaining, so will be the model of the aircraft 
you will be flying. The more you advance in 
your career, the higher the cost per hour will be 
because due to the need for you to fly aircraft 
with more performance.  
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In general, and depending on the coun-
try, the career can cost from US$15,000 to 
US$65,000.00. The good news, is that you 
don’t have to have all the money available to 
start, you can start by taking the theoretical 
courses and flying a few hours a month.

It’s not like a college degree you have to pay 
per semester. For an aviation degree in most 
countries, you pay as you go along.  Some fli-
ght schools have a policy stating the need for 
you have to pay for all the theoretical and prac-
tical courses before starting; this is totally your 
decision based on your financial possibilities. 
But for many, and I include myself in this, that 
don’t have the financial capabilities, you pay as 
you progressed. This, of course, will take a little 
more time, but it is an excellent option too.

In our MEDAIRE training. It is a basic procedural training that teaches 
the crew how to attend to emergencies in flight while the aircraft is 
being diverted to a place where it can be attended by professional 
doctors.  Pilots must also know first aid to be able to attend to their 

passengers or other crew members if necessary.
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QUESTION 21: WHAT METHODS EXIST 
TO FINANCE THE CAREER OF A 

PILOT?

This is one of the most common questions 
I am asked: how can I finance my career? 

Or, is there a school that offers scholarships to 
study aviation?

Like any other investment or disbursement 
of money, you can finance part or all of your 
career with:

• Extra-financing with a Card or Credit Cards
•  Mortgaging a property, you own
•  Making a Fiduciary loan to the Bank and 

having a friend be your trustee
• There are schools that can provide career 

financing in exchange for a guarantee in 
the event of non-payment.

• There are airlines, although I cannot men-
tion any in particular, that hire their pilots 
BEFORE they become pilots, that is to say, 
they interview them and carry out psycho-
logical tests in order to meet the require-
ments that the airline needs.  Once hired 
by the airline, they are given basic pilot 
training (private, commercial, instruments, 
multi-engine), and then placed in a co-pi-
lot position on some of their aircrafts in or-
der to gain experience for the future.  The 
amount invested in them is deducted from 
their salary.
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Although there are some forms of financing, 
we don’t know of any type of specific financing 
that gets the job done, and if there were, the 
price would include interest, so the real cost 
of completing your career would be too high.  
Our suggestion is that, through your job, you 
set aside as much as you can to save and pay 
for it little by little, or to save all of it in order to 
start your studies.  Many people have told me 
that it is impossible to do, that they do not earn 
enough money or that they do not have a job.

Where there is a will, there is a way, and 
whether you reach your goal will depend only 
on you; if you wait for someone else to pay for 
your career, believe me, you will wait a lifetime.

Taking a small flight in Florida in a Cessna 182. After flying Jets 
and large aircraft for a few years, flying this beauty is an incredible 

experience. If you are flying aircraft like this, enjoy them a lot because 
they are magnificent.
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QUESTION 22: I HAVE NO FINANCIAL 
RESOURCES; CAN I STILL BE A 

PILOT?

I’d like to ask you a few questions: 

Do you think that all the pilots in the world 
had the entire cost of their career in the bank 
ready to pay for their studies?

Do you think all the pilots in the world were 
born into millionaire families capable of paying 
for aviation studies?

The answer is NO.

We, pilots, are people with courage. To be 
a pilot you need to know what you want and 
fight for it.  With love, responsibility, honesty 
and much, much, much patience you will have 
to fight and use your creativity to reach your 
goals.

Just let me tell you one thing, a Cessna 
206 costs $750,000,000, a Gulfstream 450 
costs $35,000,000,000, an Airbus 380 costs 
$450,000,000; if you don›t have the courage, 
the creativity and the decision to find a way to 
pay for your career as a pilot, you will NEVER 
become CAPITAN in a plane of that caliber.
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QUESTION 23: DO I HAVE TO PAY PER 
FLIGHT HOUR, PER DAY, PER WEEK 

OR PER MONTH, ETC.?

The answer is DEPENDENS and so, it de-
pends on what?

When I was starting to fly, at the school 
where we rented the aircraft, they gave a good 
discount for paying flight hours in advance, that 
is, if you cancelled 10 flight hours, they gave a 
small discount and as you were flying, they only 
deducted the hours flown from your account. 
When you hit 10 hours, you paid another 10 
hours and your account was credited.

Training aircraft are very prone to accidents 
because they pass through many hands and 
there are people who were definitely NOT born 
to fly. So, the price of training aircraft insurance 
is high which raises the cost of operation and 
the price of the aircraft per hour.  This is becau-
se most of the pilots flying in them are students 
with little flight experience, and hitting the air-
craft is more common than you think.

What I would recommend is to pay for your 
career little by little. As you are flying and taking 
courses, just pay the required fee at that time.  If 
you have 100% of the cost of the career availa-
ble to use, don’t pay the full amount, you never 
know what may happen to the school or what 
may happen to you; moving to another city, that 
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in the course of your studies you decide aviation 
is not for you or perhaps you need the money 
for an emergency. But, as I mentioned before, 
it is only a suggestion, you will do what is best 
for you.
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JOBS FOR PILOTS

QUESTION 24: WHAT IS AN 
AGRICULTURAL OR CROP DUSTING 

PILOT?

In a brief description, I will try to illustrate what 
an agricultural pilot or crop dusting pilot is 

and what a day’s work is like for them.  Crop 
dusting pilots, as their name suggests, aim to 
spread products for plantations over fairly lar-
ge areas that would normally NOT be possible 
in an efficient time with other equipment.  For 
example, spreading nutrients for sugar canes, 
poison to eliminate pests that stop or deteriora-
te the growth of cotton plantations, etc.

Flights would usually be very early or very 
late so the heat from the sun does not evapora-
te the product they are spreading and, in turn, 
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does not raise the cost of operation.  That is 
why crop dusting flights are either very early or 
very late.

If the pilot lives near where the product will 
be spread, s/he should arrive very early at the 
airfield where the aircraft is located. In some 
places, the chemicals to be spread are in the 
same airfield as the aircraft, which will make 
the process much easier and save money.  If 
the product to be spread is in another place, 
the pilot must arrive a little earlier at the aero-
drome where the aircraft is located and fly to 
where the product is, to load the aircraft and fly 
to where it will be spread.

The crop dusting flights, in order to make 
the spreading of the product more efficient, 
should be carried out at a few feet of height, 
and we are talking about a few feet; so close 
to the ground that, if there is a tree taller than 
the plantation or a house inside the plantation, 
they will have to rise and gain a little height to 
pass the obstacle and then come down again 
to continue with the crop dusting process.    

Advantages

• You fly alone, without a co-pilot (although 
this is not always an advantage).
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• You spend a lot of time with the family if they 
live near the airfield where the equipment is 
located.

• You do not usually travel internationally, 
only local flights within your country.

• You use very little radio frequency, only to 
coordinate with ground equipment or other 
aircraft around you.

• You don’t use English very much unless 
you have training abroad or have to fly in-
ternationally
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QUESTION 25: WHAT IS AN AIR, ATP 
OR AIRLINE PILOT?

In my opinion, it is the most complete job there 
is. Being an airline pilot is an unforgettable ex-

perience and gives you the opportunity to learn 
many topics and put them into practice all over 
the world.

On one of my first few flights as co-pilot of BACONE ELEVEN, the 
first airline jet I was able to fly. Year 1999.
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QUESTION 26: WHAT DO THE STRIPES 
ON A PILOT’S UNIFORM MEAN?

There is some confusion on the meaning of 
the bars. Each company give different me-

anings and purposes for the assignment of the 
bars, but it is usual and standard for the aircraft 
commander, who is the maximum authority on 
board, to use 4 bars.  These can be gold or sil-
ver, etc., depending on the company.

The first officer, or co-pilot, uses 3 bars. The 
number one cabin manager or cabin attendant, 
who is the maximum authority among cabin at-
tendants or stewardesses, uses 2 bars.   Some 
companies have uniforms for flight dispatchers 
and use 1 or 2 bars.   

Cabin attendants use barred uniforms or 
some more elegant uniforms, where the bars 
are not worn, and the hierarchy is given in 
other ways.

Some companies use several crews for 
longer flights and longer flight hours, such as 
EVA AIR in Taiwan, where they sometimes 
they’ll use 2 or more crews on the same flight, 
so they can relieve each pilot every once in a 
while, to rest.

In this case, as there are several comman-
ders on board. The one with the highest rank 
and responsibility for the flight uses 4 bars, 
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and can use a star, or simply get assign the 
maximum authority without showing it on the 
uniform.

As I mentioned earlier, it depends a lot 
on company policy. This way the whole crew 
knows who’s the bigger boss... Hehehehehe. 
(Joke). You know who is responsible and who 
is the highest authority on board...

The best pilot and instructor, of aircraft and my life, to ever live.  MY 
FATHER, Captain Gustavo Barrios.
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QUESTION 27: WHAT IS A CORPORATE 
PILOT?

The life of the corporate pilot, in my opinion, 
is for pilots who have already gone through 

the life and training of an airline.  As we mentio-
ned in the previous paragraph, one of the best 
trainings you can have is through an airline.  

The corporate pilot is able to be more re-
laxed, seek a little more job stability and earn a 
better salary. A corporate pilot can spend years 
in the same position, flying the same plane and 
flying the same routes. If you are a pilot who 
has not had the beautiful experience of flying 
by air, seeing different places around the world, 
flying different types of aircraft and having a 
beautiful career within the company, I would 
not recommend you to enter or look for a job 
as a corporate pilot without first going through 
an airline.  This is just a recommendation ba-
sed on what I have lived and what I have seen 
with my peers.

This does not mean that you cannot or 
should not enter a corporate job if you have the 
opportunity to do so.  I’m simply saying it would 
be a more pleasant path in your career, but not 
the only one.

Corporate pilot work, depending on which 
companies you work for, can take the following 
form:
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When there’s an operations department in 
place.

By that, I mean that there’s an operations 
manager, a pilot manager, a training manager, 
a programming manager, a human resources 
manager; in short, it’s a small airline within a 
corporate system.

In my opinion, it’s the best option you can 
have.

Gulfstream 450 on the ramp at Teterboro Airport, NJ, KTEB.
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QUESTION 28: WHAT IS A FLIGHT 
INSTRUCTOR?

As the name says, a flight instructor is the 
one who gives air instruction; s/he is the 

one who will teach you to fly and become a 
pilot.  Flight Instructor must have flying expe-
rience and a vocation for teaching.

Not all pilots who become instructors are 
instructors.  I’d like to ask you if you had a 
teacher at school that you couldn’t stand.... 
someone you didn’t understand when they ex-
plained anything; when s/he spoke, s/he con-
fused you, or someone you didn’t understand 
when they taught the class.  Did you ever have 
a teacher like that? If you didn’t have someone 
like that in your life, you’re very lucky and I’m 
very happy, but most of us did, and in aviation 
there’s no exception.

Years after starting my career as a pilot, I had the blessing and 
opportunity to receive a few hours of instruction in a Cessna 182 with 

Captain Piero Ferro.
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QUESTION 29: ARE THERE MANY 
PILOTS AND FEW JOBS - CAN I FIND A 

JOB AS A PILOT?

This is another question I have received over 
the years and on the webpage. No matter 

how many pilots there are in the world, there 
will always be an opportunity for everyone.  I 
am very much a believer that we all have an 
opportunity to fulfill a dream, but it is only up to 
us to be ready to take it.

United’s Boeing 737 taking off from La Aurora MGGT International 
Airport.
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QUESTION 30: CAN I WORK AS A 
PILOT IN A COUNTRY WHERE I DO 

NOT HAVE RESIDENCE?

The answer is YES, yes you can. At the time 
I’m writing this book, airlines around the 

world are having trouble finding qualified per-
sonnel for pilot positions for their aircraft.  The 
aviation industry is growing impressively, and 
airlines are falling short of staff and are hiring 
many pilots, flight attendants, mechanics, etc. 
from around the world, who meet their mini-
mum requirements.

In the Middle East, Asia, Europe, etc. hun-
dreds of pilots are hired each year to fill current 
and future vacancies.  All the companies, due 
to their rapid expansion, have orders for new 
aircraft that will be added to their current fleet. 
Those seats are not yet filled, they will need a 
larger number of pilots in the upcoming years.

So be prepared, you still have time. Whe-
ther in your home country or somewhere else 
in the world, there will be aviation work.  Even if 
you are one of those people who do not want to 
leave their home country, for whatever reason, 
you may have a high chance of getting a job, 
as the positions currently filled in your country 
will be available since experienced pilots, who 
currently fill them, will have a high chance of 
being hired by companies abroad.
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Enjoying a cup of coffee in the office with my friends and crew 
Antonio Pimentel and Matthew Wilmeth.
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QUESTION 31: WHAT PHYSICAL 
CONDITION DO I NEED TO BECOME A 

PILOT?

Another very common question for users is, 
if they need any special physical condition 

or if they have any physical impairment. 

This will depend entirely on the doctor who 
performs the physical examination. The doctor 
must be a doctor certified by the civil aeronau-
tics agency in your country. It cannot be any 
doctor, it must be certified and authorized by the 
aviation authority in your country.  

They will have a guideline for you to take the 
tests and based on the results you will know if 
you can fly or not.  The best thing that can ha-
ppen to you, is for all the exams to go well and 
you get your medical certificate. The worst thing 
that can happen, is that you don’t get it becau-
se of your physical condition and you can’t fly 
professionally, and only for pleasure. I’ll explain:

If you obtain your medical certificate suc-
cessfully, you will be able to fly both for pleasure 
and professional aspirations. That is to say, that 
you will be able to fly in an airline or in a com-
pany that can remunerate you for your work. 

If you do not obtain your medical certificate 
and, due to your physical condition or physical 
handicap, you cannot obtain one, you will only 
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be able to fly for pleasure, i.e. buy or rent an 
aircraft with an instructor, where the instructor 
will legally be the pilot in command (responsible 
for the operation and the aircraft) and you can 
fly the aircraft with the company of an instructor 
or a pilot.

What I want to make clear is that there is no 
barrier to fulfilling your dream to fly. There will 
always be a way to do what you love.  For most 
people, however, their greatest handicap is the 
economic aspect of it. If that’s your case, thank 
God, because the economic, though difficult, 
is a barrier you can overcome. Think of those 
people who, because of their physical condition, 
cannot achieve their dream of flying professio-
nally.  So, if your problem is a financial one, go 
and get to work to overcome this barrier.
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QUESTION 32: CAN A WOMAN 
BECOME A PILOT?

Of course. Aviation is not discriminatory, re-
gardless of your race, religion or sex. If 

you are properly prepared, you can achieve 
your dream to fly.

DHL, the Belgian-based air cargo company 
with bases around the world, has a policy re-
garding employing employees of all races, reli-
gions and sexes, which is an example for many 
companies currently in the process of imple-
menting this policy.
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QUESTION 33: CAN A PHYSICALLY 
DISABLED PERSON BE A PILOT?

Of course, Absolutely yes. The clearest 
example is Jessica Cox, a pilot from the 

Philippines who has no arms. She is the first pi-
lot in the world to get her certificate without both 
arms.  It’s a living example that you shouldn’t 
give up for any reason, go ahead, and pursue 
your dream to fly.  Imagine what Jessica Cox 
thought when she said she wanted to fly; ima-
gine what the others said when she said she 
wanted to fly and be a pilot. You can imagine 
how many negative comments she received.
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QUESTION 34: DO I HAVE TO HAVE GOOD 
EYESIGHT TO BECOME A PILOT?

The answer is YES. You must have good vi-
sion and be able to see well with both eyes, 

regardless of whether or not you wear glasses. 
Wearing glasses is okay, there is no restric-
tion saying otherwise.  When you’re flying and 
you’re a pilot, you’ll have to have a medical 
examination every few months. Depending on 
your certificate, you will have to have your me-
dical exam every 6 months, every year, etc.

This medical exam includes an eye exam, 
where you will have to pass certain tests, no-
thing unusual from a routine eye exam.  The 
use of glasses in aviation is totally permitted, 
the only restriction you have is that, if your 
aviation medical certificate specifies that you 
must wear glasses, you will have the obligation 
and responsibility by law, to carry 2 pairs, in 
case you lose or damage one

So, in short, you don’t have to have eagle 
vision, but you do have to be able to see clear-
ly, whether or not you wear glasses, in order to 
be a pilot.
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QUESTION 35: DO I NEED A SPECIFIC 
HEIGHT TO BECOME A PILOT?

There is no specific height, this depends a lot 
on the policies of the companies, but in rea-

lity, there is no standard height requirement.  In 
some companies, the minimum height is requi-
red for the flight attendants to reach the emer-
gency equipment of the specific aircraft, but as 
long as you can reach the pedals, the controls 
and you can see out of the aircraft, you are fit 
to work.

Landing on an instructional flight on one of my first certificates in the 
city of Miami in 1997.
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QUESTION 36: I HAVE HIV, CAN I STILL 
BE A PILOT?

Of course, you can be, there’s nothing to 
stop it. Just make sure and research the 

company you want to work with so to ensure 
their policies do not prevent it. You will have to 
be extra cautious, such as carrying latex gloves 
in your suitcase, etc., but of course you can fly.
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QUESTION 37: WHAT IS THE AVERAGE 
PILOT SALARY?

This question was answered earlier in this 
book, but I will put the answer back in this 

part of the book for all those who are looking 
for specific answers in the index.

Here is an example of how much a pilot 
can earn based on surveys conducted in the 
USA. I emphasize that this data is an AVE-
RAGE among various data points, since sa-
laries change between companies, the pilot’s 
experience and the seniority s/he has within 
a company. In the Middle East today, salaries 
are much higher than these and at the time this 
book was written, the demand for pilots in the-
se places is very high.

Commercial Pilot  
US$    30 – 100 per hour

Corporate Pilot (Small Aircraft per day) 
US$   150 – 500 per hour

Corporate Pilot (Executive Aircraft Transportation) 
US$ 1100 – 2500 x day

Agricultural Pilot 
US$7,500 – 10,000 per month

Corporate Pilot (small aircraft per month) 
US$4,500 – 12,000 per month
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Corporate Pilot (Executive Aircraft Transportation) 
Airline Pilot Captain 
US$8,000- 15,000 per month

Co-pilot Airline Pilot 
US$4,000 – 9,000 per month

Cleveland International Airport KCLE.
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QUESTION 38: HOW IS THE PILOT’S 
LIFE?

Depending on which branch of aviation you 
decide to pursue your career in, it is very 

likely that you will spend a lot of time away from 
home.  Like any other profession, you should 
love it and enjoy its every moment.  If you are 
in this profession because someone told you 
that pilots made a lot of money or because they 
attracted a lot of women and you have NO pas-
sion for aviation, you are in the wrong place.

Aviation is fascinating, it’s wonderful, but 
you have to have a passion for it. It’s not enou-
gh that you like it, or you’re going to have a 
hard time with it.  We, pilots, spend time away 
from home, in unknown places and sometimes 
alone.  You miss important dates with your fa-
mily such as the birthdays of your parents, wife 
and children; graduations and important par-
ties in their lives.  Participation in your family 
should be quality, because you don’t know if 
you will have quantity.

Depending on the job you have, you can 
have a schedule which allows you to know 
when you fly or when you have a day off. If the-
re are more pilots, you will be able to exchange 
days and attend, if possible, more important 
events.
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Unlike jobs that have NO schedule, you 
will be ON DEMAND, that is, you will have to 
fly when they need you. In these jobs, you do 
NOT have a schedule and you will not know 
your flights in advance or your “free days” for 
the month; unless you work for an airline whe-
re they provide your schedule month to month 
(monthly, weekly etc.).  You’ll always have to 
be ready and not far from the airport so, if you 
are asked to be there, you’ll be available to fly 
within a matter of hours.

Enjoying the beach in Punta del Este, Uruguay.
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QUESTION 39: CAN I BE A PILOT AND 
HAVE MY OWN BUSINESS?

The answer is of course. What’s more, this 
would be ideal for a great future.  The avia-

tion career is a beautiful one, but sooner or la-
ter you will get tired of flying like a professional, 
being away from home for so long and missing 
many important events in your life.

A business, as you’ll know if you already 
have one or have started one, is NOT easy to 
maintain and even less easy to grow. It takes 
time, dedication and money.  So, it’s best to 
start your business as soon as possible and 
combine it with your work as a pilot. That way, 
when the time comes, you can retire as a pilot, 
continue flying for pleasure and have some-
thing to live with for you and your family.

This book is not written to guide you on 
starting a business, but to start, you will have 
to change your mentality and stop thinking like 
a salaried person, that is, stop thinking like an 
employee and start thinking like an entrepre-
neur.  This will be achieved by getting training 
in personal finance, such as asset building and 
risk management.

I recommend you read this book to get started:

RICH DAD POOR DAD, by Robert Kiyosaki
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It’s a book that will introduce you to the way 
millionaires think and will be a great start to 
changing your mind to that of an entrepreneur.

One of the first investments of the company I formed.
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QUESTION 40: HOW MUCH TIME DOES 
A PILOT SPEND AWAY FROM HOME?

The answer DEPENDS on what branch of 
aviation you are in. Below, we will show a 

table with an estimate (this is not an exact figu-
re) of the days you will spend away from home, 
depending on the branch of aviation you are in.

Number of 
days away 
from home

Airlines 10 - 25
Corporate Jet 10 - 20
Corporate-
Small Aircraft 

0 - 10

Crop dusting 0 - 5
Helicopters 0 - 10
Flight 
Instructor

0 - 5

Jobs in a 
different 
country

30 días al mes You will have 20 
days of vacation 
per year to travel 
back to your home 
country

Jobs in a 
different 
country with 
a 30 on 30 off 
system

30-30 You work 30 days 
and rest 30 days

These numbers will depend a lot on which 
company and which country you are in. It is 
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very useful to investigate a little about the com-
pany where you want to work, because from 
the outside everything looks perfect, but let me 
tell you something, there is no perfect job. You 
will always find something that is not to your 
liking.  The important thing is to know the good 
and bad things about a company and, if the 
good things outweigh the bad, it’s a company 
you should consider.

Consult with friends, acquaintances, on the 
Internet, etc., use all the means at your dispo-
sal to find out more about the company you are 
interested in. The average number of days you 
will spend away from home is a good point to 
consider.  When you’re just starting out and 
don’t have any experience as a pilot, you don’t 
have a lot of options.

Very few companies will be interested in 
you when you have little or no experience, so 
the one that offers you a job, as long as it is a 
pleasant and safe company to fly for, take the 
job.  This, of course, will change over time as 
you gain experience and make a good name 
for yourself.
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Visiting India on one of my trips as a pilot.



88

Francisco Barrios

QUESTION 41: CAN I STUDY ANOTHER 
CAREER WHILE WORKING AS A 

PILOT?

Of course, being a pilot doesn’t stop you from 
doing what you love, it’s a matter of organi-

zing your time and being able to do everything 
you want.  I have met many pilot friends who, in 
their spare time, are looking for other flights to 
gain experience and some extra money.  When 
you have little or no experience, any additional 
flights you may take, whether or not you are 
paid for the work, are welcomed.  But if you 
want to study at a university, in good time, avia-
tion should not stop you from moving forward 
as a professional and as a person. Keep going 
in search of another dream...

As I told you in previous sections, this will 
change as you gain experience and begin to 
build a good reputation and a good name.  If fl-
ying is your passion and you want to fly in your 
spare time, EXCELLENT!  Enjoy your moment. 
There’s a saying that goes:

You can’t change the past, just learn from 
it. Enjoy today as the last day of your life and 
plan your life as if you were going to live for 100 
years.
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Captain José Antonio Pimentel flying his Bonanza V35B (personal 
aircraft) over the coast of  Guatemala.
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QUESTION 42: HOW IS THE LIFE OF A 
PILOT’S WIFE?

Depending on the job and profession you do 
(corporate, airline, etc.), so will be the num-

ber of days your wife will spend without your 
company.  There are companies which require 
you to fly 6 days a week and companies where 
you fly once or twice a week; with weekends 
off.

The life of a pilot’s wife does not change or 
vary from other people; fidelity in a couple does 
not depend on your profession, but on the love, 
respect and trust you have with your partner.  I 
have heard a lot that pilots can be very, very 
unfaithful, but let me tell you, just as there are 
unfaithful pilots, there are pilots who are very 
loyal to their wives.  In all the years I’ve been in 
this profession, I’ve seen everything: 

Couples getting married and, just a few 
months after marriage, divorce; and couples 
who are still happily married to this day.  So, 
there is no right or perfect formula for it.  Pilots 
can be happy or unhappy in their relationship 
as a couple. As I mentioned before, happiness 
will not depend on your profession.

As the job requires it, you will spend time 
away from home, so you must support your 
wife at all times. You must be a team to make 
sure everything goes well. Like any couple, 
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you will have your ups and downs, but nothing 
that, if you wish, can’t be handled to have a 
good relationship.

In short, the life of a pilot’s wife is no diffe-
rent from any other. You will have to focus on 
giving quality time rather than quantity, but your 
happiness will depend on the love, respect and 
sacrifice you give to your relationship.
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THE AVIATION 
AUTHORITIES

QUESTION 43: WHAT DOES AVIATION 
AUTHORITY DO?

The civil aviation authorities have the func-
tion of regulating private and commercial 

aviation in each locality and enforcing the re-
gulations issued by the ICAO (International 
Civil Aviation Organization).  Each country 
may have its own regulations, which may be 
more restrictive or equal to those of ICAO.  For 
example, in the United States, its civil aviation 
authority is the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA). 

Each country should have a library, either 
physical or digital, of all the regulations in force 
for a specific country, so you may consult them 
at any time.

Training Center for Flight Safety in Dallas Texas, Simulator area.
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QUESTION 44: WHERE CAN I FIND 
THE AVIATION AUTHORITIES IN MY 

COUNTRY?

Each country has a different headquarters for 
the civil aviation authorities, which are nor-

mally separate from military operations.  The 
aviation authorities are usually very close to 
major international airports, this is NOT a rule, 
but it is where you can start looking.

We recommend that you search the inter-
net (Google, Yahoo!, Ask, etc.) for these terms 
to find the authorities near you.

Go online to your favorite search engine 
and enter the following phrases:

• DGAC

• Directorate General of Civil Aviation

• Aviation Authorities

• Flight standards

• Department of Civil Aviation Operations

• Headquarters of “YOUR CITY and COUN-
TRY” of civil aviation

• Etc.
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Or try a combination of all the words.

Below is a link from a small directory in our 
aviation blog Aeroresources of Civil Aviation 
Authorities in some Latin American countries.

https://aerorecursos.com/2017/03/24/
directorio-de-autoridades-de-aviacion-ci-
vil-en-latinoamerica/
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QUESTION 45: WHAT HAPPENS IF I 
IGNORE AN AVIATION REGULATION?

Aviation, like any other entity, has its own ru-
les, laws and regulations, which you should 

know and respect. Some regulation violations 
can result in fines of US$5,000 to US$10,000, 
and others can take you to jail. So, as a pilot, 
you will have the obligation and responsibility 
to investigate and be aware of the regulations 
in the country where your air operations are; 
which you should study before visiting a new 
country, you don’t have to memorize them, but 
you should know where to consult. There is a 
lot to be read. 

If you thought you weren’t going to read 
much as a pilot, wait until you start studying 
and you’ll see.

Cessna 182
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QUESTION 46: WHAT IS AOC?

Air Operator’s Certificate, is the permit or 
certificate before the civil aeronautics of a 

country to operate as an airline or air taxi, i.e., 
you can receive remuneration for providing a 
service of transport of passengers or cargo.  If 
you think that just by having your pilot certifi-
cate and an aircraft, you can start transporting 
passengers and cargo commercially, you are 
wrong.  If you want to do this, you must work 
for a company that has an AOC, or apply for 
your own.

This process takes time, effort, money and 
consists of demonstrating to the civil authority 
of how your company is capable of transpor-
ting passengers safely, for all those on board 
and for those on the ground.

Airbus A320 landing in Guatemala City MGGT.



97

Guidebook for future Aviator Pilots

QUESTION 47: WHAT IS THE ICAO?

It is composed of 190 contracting states, is 
headquartered in Montreal, Canada and has 

several regional offices around the world.

International Civil Aviation Organization, is 
the highest aviation authority in the world, and 
all the regulations of all countries are based on 
the laws they create. In your country, you may 
have regulations that restrict more than those 
of ICAO, but none can exceed or demand less 
than them.

If you want more information visit this link:

http://oaci-unaq.blogspot.com/2010/04/
que-es-la-oaci-la-organizacion-de.html

Coming in on a commercial flight from one of my trainings. The view 
is beautiful as a pilot and as a passenger.
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QUESTION 48: WHAT IS FAA?

Federal Aviation Administration is the highest 
aviation authority in the United States of 

America. If you fly to or from the United States, 
you must follow the FAA’s rules and regula-
tions.  You can purchase the regulations online 
at www.faa.gov, purchase the physical book 
from a Pilot Shop, or by downloading the FAR 
applications to Android or IO´s systems.
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QUESTION 49: WHAT IS JAA?

Maximum civil aviation authority in the Eu-
ropean Union. For more information visit 

this link:

https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joint_Aviation_
Authorities
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QUESTION 50: HOW TO MAKE MONEY 
SELLING THIS BOOK?

By purchasing this book, you are receiving 
the right to RE-SALE. This means that you 

have legal authorization to sell this book to 
anyone you wish and keep 75% of the profits 
from the sale of the book.

For the sale to be completely legal, you 
must make it through the Clickbank site.

What is ClickBank?

It is a site specifically designed to sell digital 
items over the Internet. When a seller places 
their digital product on this site (ebook, sof-
tware, forms, surveys, digital courses, etc.) is 
making a commitment to vendors to give the 
agreed percentage for each sale.  

The developer of the article places his or 
her digital product on the site and any authori-
zed dealer or distributor can resell the book for 
profit. For example, if you want to sell an item 
or digital product that has a cost of US$150.00 
and the seller agrees to give you 50% of the 
sales, it means that if you sell a product, you 
will get US$75.00 in your wallet. If you sell 10 
products, you will have US$750.00. If you sell 
100 you will receive US$7500, if you sell 1000 
-  US$75,000 and if you sell 10,000 you will get 
US$750,000 in your wallet.  
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To have a look at the Clickbank website vi-
sit it here.

http://international.clickbank.com

How do I register?

In order to become a Clickbank seller or 
distributor you must visit this link and register 
for FREE in order to place your personal detai-
ls and the payment method in which you wish 
to receive your funds once you sell the books 
or products you choose.

https://accounts.clickbank.com/signup/?loca-
le=ES&cid=langESmain




